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And h had learned Nixonian dirty-wroks as he first practised ana then supervised 

them. 

The desperate gamble of releasing selected parts of selected Sage transcripts of 

:>.vloctod tapes, eonsidorabi:- fswoor tiian had already been feubponaed and it was known 

still wore* would he, oarae on the- fir. x anniversary of th<. day Hixon had fired "oat end 

accepted with regret the reaigrtationa of Holdcman and Ehrlichman. Thi was then tho 

his own 

direct opposite of what the Department of Juarice asked of Nison. 

Althpugh the probability of a oongiiet of inter st was apj^arcnt, Haldeman and Shrlich- 
saa were both wpresnt' d by a crusty aoptagenarlan lawyer of lifelong reactionary belief, 
John £ a Wilson. Before the donate Watergate ooewittee Wilson denied there war. any conflict 
in interest and stoadaaotly uainfcaino.:. the apparently false, that the interests of both 
hi r clients eoineid .d. 

By the end of the y ar, thorn wore rumore that Bhrlichnaa was beginning to look 
cut for Aims If, He had already established a new business in his native Seattle, one in 
vc • ioh h» could still engage if !v; war cliaabarred .and oould not practise law. Then there 
was tills note in £H& Newsweek dated January 21, 1 974* .reports that. ?^fihrlichman 
was plea bai’gainiug it ike Special Prosecutor. Even when all sides denied it, 
the report only uinlorlinod the kind of pr&aoura being applied to the renaining loyal- 
ists." 

Tho next news along tlii. line cane tho next month, when tho Washington Post reported 
that Khrlicboan bid "retained f&aat lawyer Williaa S. Prates as Ids defense counsel 
in he forthcoming Watergate Wat© ocverup trials," (KxPost 2/11/74) 

PVa/Ue es had represented Charles G. (fiebs) Reboso , K£xon* © closest friend. 

Again * ver/on denied conflict of interest, hut the story wont around ana was pub- 
lished tliat Ehrlidhraan, who bid more charges laid against him that Kaldeiam had had 
attractive offers wade, lighter treatment in return for turning state’s evidence, an that 
Wlloson, in the interest of his other client, Hjildeman, and his suspected client, Nixon, 
had opposed t ■' aeal. 

Tills was followed with an exclusive Los Angelas Times stray from Seattle, dated 
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16 and syndicated widely. Attributed to a number of "Close friends of former White House 
aide John D. Ehrlichman," Kenneth Reich wrote M that Shrliehwan has privately expressed 
disenchantment with President Nixon and has told them hr? is considering reaching s. 
settlement on the Wntergate-roletod charges pending againet him." 

In between to sc two stories, on. March 1 and 7. Ebrlichnan had had two new aerj.es of 
indictments charged to hi»r. end a variety of other Nixonions. Earlier charts had been 
placed against ids in Lc-o Angeles. The first of the new indiotnonets were called the 
"cpvor-up indictmcntf?" boonuro they centered or. the enstrueticy of .justice, The second 
related to that about which Khrlichnan and others had boon charged in hoe Angeles* the 
break-in of the office of Daniel Lllsberg's psychiatrist. Bo, Bhrllcbman had. had a heavier 



load of criminal charges laid or; hid than anyone else. 

The thrust of th Reich r.tory, which .rave details attributed to these friends, was 
thaf'Khrlichaan kill nettle with the office of W -terge.te Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski 
on a reduced charge" and would testufy as; part of tin deal, 

R >ich also reported "something of a falling out with his li, along friend and 
colleague, former White House 0hief of H.B.(hoh) Hal daman." 

One lcoy paragraph quotes *hrliohr;an as having to! these unnamed friends that "he 
was shook • l an/ 1 surprised by the revelation of the existence of the tape recordings of 
White Hou?«e conversations" Nixon had mcle with Halttewan's knowledge but without Ehrliohman’s. 

Iniaodiatcly there •;as whet seemed, like r. denial and was headlined, as one. The 
Vahlngton Post’s printing of the Aanooioted Ptosh* story date&in«d Seattle, April 17 -is, 
"Ehrliohman Denies Plea Bargaining." 

The papers all played it straight. & o reporter did what any intellig no- analyst would 
have done automatically. compared the two contradictory atroies cloeoly. When thi« in d«ne 
it bacor. • aoMir :nt that. while Bhrllohaaa appears to have denied the original import, v ,v ich 
had cone from the most probative source, in actuality ho denied other than what the 
original report attributed to him. But it takes a careful comparison, of the kind 



^lirlr-ohmau could be sure the White House 



would make, to rdiov. 



thi 



s. 



An illuminating example ia the case of an earlier acvndel. One of the tapes that 



